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Table  3.  Work  stoppages  Involving  10,000  workers  or  more  beginning  in  1980 


Company 

Location 

Union (s)  1/  Beginning 

date 

Ending 

date 

Workers 
involved  2/ 

Days 
idle  2/ 

Petroleum  Refining  Co's. 

Interstate 

OCAW 

1/8 

7/11 

63,100 

3/ 

3,662,100 

Construction  Industry 

Southern  Calif 

LIUNA 

7/7 

7/14 

50,000 

300,000 

Construction  Industry 

Northern  & 
Central  Calif 

CJA  &  BMP 

6/16 

6/29 

4/  35,000 

350,000 

Metropolitan  Transit 
Authority 

New  York, 

N.Y. 

TWU,  Amalga¬ 
mated  Transit 
Union 

4/1 

4/10 

31,700 

253,400 

Copper  Industry 

Interstate 

USA  and  Craft 
Unions 

7/1 

11/21 

26,600 

3/ 

1,925,300 

Board  of  Education 

Chicago,  Ill. 

AFT 

1/28 

2/10 

26,000 

260,000 

Motion  Picture  &  TV 
Producers  &  3  TV 

Networks 

Interstate 

SAG,  AFTRA 

7/21 

10/5 

5/  25,000 

1,350,000 

Construction  Industry 

San  Diego, 
Calif. 

CJA,  IBT 
(Ind.) 

6/23 

7/24 

25,000 

575,000 

Board  of  Education 

Philadelphia, 

Pa. 

AFT  6 / 

9/5 

9/29 

22,000 

396,000 

Construction  Industry 

Northern  Calif 

OP  CM 

6/18 

6/26 

20,000 

140,000 

Construction  Industry 

San  Jose, 

Calif . 

PPF 

7/1 

7/4 

15,000 

45,000 

Bituminous  Coal  Industry 

West  Va. 

UMW  (Ind.) 

2/21 

3/31 

11,500 

77,500 

See  footnotes  at  end  of  table. 
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Table  3  continued.  Work  stoppages  involving  10,000  workers  or  more  beginning  in  1980 


Company 

Loca  tion 

Union(s)  1/ 

Beginning 

date 

Ending 
da  te 

Workers 
involved  2/ 

Days 
idle  2/ 

Consolidation  Coal  Co. 

West  Va. 

UMW  (Ind.) 

3/17 

4/12 

11,300 

225,000 

City  of  Los  Angeles 

L .  A . ,  Ca . 

SEIU 

11/13 

11/24 

10,000 

110,000 

Retail  Grocery  Stores 

Northern  Ca. 

UFCW 

1/21 

3/2 

10,000 

90,000 

Construction  Industry 

New  York, 

IBT  (Ind.) 

5/21 

5/23 

10,000 

30,000 

N.Y. 

Total,  16  stoppages 

392,200 

9,798,300 

y  The  uni°ns  are  affiliated  with  the  AFL-CIO,  except  where  they  are  noted  as  independent  (Ind.) . 

U  Preliminary;  workers  and  days  idle  are  rounded  to  the  nearest  hundred. 

3/  Staggered  idleness. 

Carpenters  settled  on  June  19  with  home  builders,  but  remained  idle  in  support  of  bricklayers  who 
struck  on  June  20.  Carpenters  remained  on  strike  against  nonresidential  builders. 

5/  SAG  and  AFTRA  reached  tentative  agreements  on  Sept.  25.  AFTRA  ratified  its  contract  on  Oct.  5. 
SAG  ratified  on  Oct.  23.  Both  unions  authorized  members  to  return  to  work  beginning  on  Oct.  6. 

6/  Strike  was  cal  Led  on  Sept.  1;  teachers  were  scheduled  to  report  on  Sept.  3. 
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Table  7.  Percent  distribution  of  work  stoppages  by  duration,  1979-80  1/ 


Stoppages  ending  in  the  year 


Duration 

Number 

Workers 

involved 

Days 

idle 

1979  1980p 

1979 

1980p 

1979 

1980p 

All  stoppages  - 

-  100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

1  day - 

-  9.8 

7.0 

8.8 

5.4 

(2) 

(2) 

2-3  days  - 

-  9.5 

6.3 

8.9 

6.1 

.9 

.6 

4-6  days  - 

-  10.1 

7.4 

9.1 

6.9 

1.6 

1.0 

7-14  days  - 

-  19.1 

17.9 

25.9 

26.3 

8.8 

9.7 

15-29  days  - 

-  18.3 

18.9 

14.9 

15.9 

10.4 

10.1 

30-59  days  - 

-  17.5 

30.7 

19.2 

21.7 

29.8 

22.8 

60-89  days  - 

-  7.6 

5.1 

7.8 

5.0 

17.6 

10.7 

90  days  and  over  - 

-  8.1 

6.8 

5.4 

12.7 

30.4 

44.8 

1/  Data  refer  to  all  stoppages  ending  during  the  period. 

2 J  Less  than  0.5  percent. 

NOTE:  Because  of  rounding,  sums  of  individual  items  may  not  equal  totals. 
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Table  2.  Work  stoppages  involving  5,000  workers  or  more,  November  1980 
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Chart  1.  Number  of  stoppages,  workers  involved, 
and  days  idle,  by  month.  1976-80 
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Table  1.  Work  stoppages,  selected  periods  to  October  1980 
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Table  3.  Percent  distribution  of  work  stoppages  by  industry,  first  9  months,  Table  4.  Percent  distribution  of  work  stoppages  by  major  issue,  first  9  months, 

1979-1980  1/ — Continued  1979-1980  1/ 
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NOTE:  Because  of  rounding,  sums  of  individual  items  may  not  equal  totals. 
Dash  (-)  denotes  zero. 


Table  5.  Percent  distribution  of  work  stoppages  by  size,  first  9  months, 
1979-1980  1/ 


Number  of 
workers  involved 

Work  stoppages 

Workers 

involved 

Days 

idle 

1979 

1980p 

1979 

1980p 

1979 

1980p 

All  stoppages  - 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

6-19 - 

13 

16 

(2) 

(2) 

1 

1 

20-99  - 

39 

39 

6 

5 

7 

6 

100-249  - 

24 

22 

11 

9 

12 

9 

250-499  - 

13 

12 

13 

11 

15 

10 

500-999  - 

6 

7 

12 

12 

10 

9 

1,000-4,999  - 

4 

4 

24 

18 

29 

15 

5,000-9,999  - 

(2) 

(2) 

7 

7 

6 

14 

10,000  and  over - - - 

(2) 

1 

27 

37 

21 

36 

1/  The  number  of  stoppages  and  workers  involved  relate  to  those  disputes  beginning 
during  the  period,  and  days  idle  to  all  stoppages  in  effect. 

If  Less  than  0.5  percent. 

NOTE:  Because  of  rounding,  sums  of  individual  items  may  not  equal  totals. 

p=preliminary . 


Table  6.  Percent  distribution  of  work  stoppages  by  duration,  first  9  months, 
1979-1980  1/ 


Duration 


All  stoppages  — 

1  day - 

1-3  days  - 

4-6  days  - 

7-14  days  - 

15-29  days  - 

30-59  days  - 

60-89  days  - 

90  days  and  over 


Stoppages  ending  in  period 

Number 

Workers 

involved 

Days 

idle 

1979 

1980p 

1979 

1980p 

1979 

1930p 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

11 

7 

9 

11 

(2) 

1 

10 

6 

10 

5 

1 

1 

10 

7 

8 

6 

2 

1 

19 

20 

29 

26 

11 

12 

18 

18 

14 

17 

11 

13 

17 

32 

19 

25 

32 

33 

7 

4 

6 

4 

13 

10 

7 

6 

5 

5 

31 

28 

1/  Data  refer  to  all  stoppages  ending  during  the  period. 
2/  Less  than  0.5  percent. 


NOTE:  Because  of  rounding,  sums  of  individual  items  may  not  equal  totals. 

p=preliminary . 


Chart  1.  Number  of  stoppages,  workers  involved, 
and  days  idle,  by  month.  1976-80 
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WORK  STOPPAGES,  SEPTEMBER  1980 

The  proportion  of  working  time  lost  because  of  strikes  fell  from  0.17  percent  in  August  to 
0.16  percent  of  estimated  total  working  time  (1.6  days  per  thousand)  in  September,  after  having 
reached  a  peak  of  0.21  percent  in  July,  according  to  preliminary  estimates  by  the  Bureau  of 
Labor  Statistics  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor.  The  0.16  percent  rate  for  September  1980, 
same  as  in  September  1979,  vTas  the  lowest  September  rate  since  1972  (table  1)  . 

The  number  of  workers  who  participated  in  stoppages  beginning  in  September  (163,000)  was 
more  than  double  the  number  involved  in  new  stoppages  in  August.  Much  of  this  increase  was 
accounted  for  by  four  large  strikes  (table  2)  which  began  during  the  month  and  added  more  than 
55,000  workers  to  those  on  strike.  The  number  of  stoppages  beginning  in  September  reached  a 
9-year  low,  with  438  beginning  in  the  month. 

There  were  fewer  strikes  and  workers  involved  during  the  first  9  months  of  1980  than  in  the 
comparable  1979  period.  Idleness,  however,  was  higher  by  almost  1.5  million  days  because  of  a 
large  number  of  disputes  involving  10,000  workers  or  more  (16  compared  with  7  in  1979).  These 
disputes  accounted  for  almost  half  of  the  idleness  during  the  period. 

In  September  1980,  six  stoppages  involved  5,000  workers  or  more  and  accounted  for  more 
than  four-tenths  of  the  workers  on  strike  and  days  idle  during  the  month.  Four  of  these  large 
stoppages  began  and  ended  in  September.  However,  the  largest  two,  which  idled  30,000  workers 
in  the  motion  picture  and  T.V.  industry  and  26,300  workers  in  the  copper  industry  in  September, 
began  in  July  and  continued  into  October  (table  2). 

BLS  data  cover  work  stoppages  involving  six  workers  or  more  and  lasting  at  least  a  shift 
or  full  day.  The  data  do  not  measure  indirect  or  secondary  effects  on  establishments  or  indus¬ 
tries  whose  employees  are  idle  as  a  result  oi  material  or  service  shoUa6co. 


i  vVork  step png os,  selected  periods  to  September  1980 


Period 

Number  of  stoppages 

Workers  involved  In  stoppages 

Days  Idle 

Beginning  in 
*  month  or  year 

In  effect 
during 
month 

Beginning  in 
month  or  year 
(thousands) 

In  effect 
during 
month 
(thousands) 

In  affect  during  month  or  year 

Number 

(thousands) 

Percent  of 
estimated 
working 

time 

First  9  Months 

1970 

4,704 

4,883 

2,535 

2,733 

43,853 

.32 

1971 

4,300 

4,531 

2,754 

2,839 

33 ,936 

.25 

1972 

4,130 

4,346 

1,421 

1,536 

23,356 

.17 

1973 

4,271 

4,432 

1,736 

1,801 

20,303 

.14 

1974 

5,025 

5,219 

2,278 

2,340 

38,650 

.  26 

1975 

4,066 

4,307 

1,453 

1,499 

25,320 

.17 

1976 

4,389 

4,663 

1,993 

2,052 

29,659 

.19 

1977 

4,630 

4,895 

1,603 

1,657 

24,288 

.17 

1978 

3,434 

3,675 

1,389 

1,622 

31,505 

.19 

1/  1979 

3,965 

4,184 

1,382 

1,457 

25,767 

.15 

2/  1980 

3,805 

3,894 

1,358 

1,442 

27,236 

.16 

September 

1970 

560 

971 

591 

785 

8,670 

.57 

1971 

352 

670 

111 

330 

3,230 

.21 

1972 

444 

733 

143 

260 

2,403 

.16 

1973 

541 

883 

269 

368 

2,954 

.20 

1974 

514 

910 

188 

395 

3,028 

.19 

1975 

495 

907 

217 

372 

3,684 

.22 

1976 

521 

972 

340 

466 

4,848 

.28 

1977 

485 

923 

152 

278 

3,085 

.17 

1978 

453 

853 

449 

579 

4,322 

.24 

1/  1979  January 

266 

485 

69 

143 

1,919 

.10 

February 

300 

509 

75 

169 

1,546 

.09 

March 

396 

655 

115 

182 

1,739 

.09 

April 

511 

833 

402 

493 

4,845 

.26 

May 

555 

975 

133 

301 

3,576 

.18 

June 

542 

1,001 

143 

258 

3,076 

.16 

July 

470 

965 

155 

264 

3,001 

.16 

August 

451 

911 

139 

273 

3,261 

.16 

September 

474 

910 

152 

254 

2,804 

.16 

October 

439 

873 

208 

312 

3,372 

.17 

November 

272 

658 

91 

225 

3,201 

.17 

December 

149 

486 

45 

176 

2,424 

.13 

2/  1980  January 

352 

441 

207 

292 

3,142 

.16 

February 

354 

590 

114 

332 

3,025 

.17 

March 

396 

631 

123 

310 

2,705 

.14 

April 

425 

663 

116 

231 

2,786 

.14 

May 

505 

752 

139 

214 

2,464 

.13 

June 

435 

714 

164 

201  ‘ 

2,553 

.13 

July 

491 

768 

270 

394 

4,030 

.21 

August 

409 

768 

64 

238 

3,363 

.17 

September 

438 

711 

163 

269 

3,169 

.16 

1/  Preliminary,  revised. 
2/  Preliminary. 
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Table  2.  Work  stoppage  involving  5,000  workers  or  more,  September  1980 
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4/  Approximately  2,300  engineers  and  firemen  struck  in  the  evening  of  9/26,  closing  down  operations  in  7 

Western  States  and  idling  a  total  of  about  20,000  workers.  Work  resumed  on  9/28,  following  the  issuance 
of  a  temporary  restraining  order. 


Chart  1.  Number  of  stoppages,  workers  Involved, 
and  days  Idle,  by  month.  1976-80 
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WORK  STOPPAGES,  AUGUST  1980 

Working  time  lost  because  of  strikes  fell  in  August  to  0.17  percent 
of  estimated  total  working  time  (1.7  days  idle  per  thousand)  from  0.21 
in  July,  according  to  preliminary  estimates  by  the  Bureau  of  Labor 
Statistics  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor.  The  number  of  work  stoppages 
beginning  in  the  month  (409)  and  the  number  of  workers  involved 
in  these  strikes  (64,000)  were  the  lowest  for  August  in  10  years.  An 
unusually  large  number  of  strikes  continuing  into  August,  however, 
brought  the  total  number  in  effect  during  the  month  up  to  July's  level 
of  768,  the  highest  for  this  measure  since  October  1979,  and  pushed 
strike  duration  up  to  14  days  of  idleness  per  worker,  the  highest  average 
for  the  year.  As  a  result,  idleness,  at  3.4  million  days,  was  higher 
than  in  recent  months  with  the  exception  of  July  (table  1). 

Three  stoppages  involved  5,000  workers  or  more.  They  accounted  for 
nearly  three-tenths  of  the  workers  who  were  on  strike  in  the  month  and 
four-tenths  of  the  idleness.  Two  of  these,  nationwide  strikes  involving 
30,000  workers  each  in  the  copper  industry  and  the  motion  picture  and  TV 
industry,  began  in  July  and  continued  through  August  (table  2). 

BLS  data  cover  work  stoppages  involving  six  workers  or  more  and 
lasting  at  least  a  shift  or  full  day.  The  data  do  not  measure  indirect 
or  secondary  effects  on  establishments  or  industries  whose  employees  are 
idle  as  a  result  of  material  or  service  shortages. 
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Table  1.  Work  stoppages,  selected  periods  to  August  1980 


Number  o(  stoppages 

Workers  Involved  In  stoppages 

Days  Idle 

In  effect 
during 
month 
(thousands) 

In  effect  during  month  or  yeer 

Period 

Beginning  in 
<  month  or  year 

In  effect 
during 
month 

Beginning  in 
month  or  yeer 
(thousands) 

Number 

(thousands) 

Percent  of 
at  time  ted 
worklpg 
time 

First  8  Months 
1970 

4,144 

4,323 

1,944 

2,142 

35,184 

.29 

1971 

3,948 

4,179 

2,643 

2,728 

30,706 

.25 

1972 

3,686 

3,902 

1,278 

1,393 

20,953 

.17 

1973 

3,730 

3,891 

1,467 

1,532 

17,349 

.13 

1974 

4,511 

4,705 

2,090 

2,153 

35,623 

.26 

1975 

3,571 

3,812 

1,237 

1,282 

25,320 

.19 

1976 

3,868 

4,142 

1,653 

1,712 

24,813 

.18 

1977 

4,145 

4,410 

1,451 

1,505 

21,202 

.15 

1978 

2,981 

3,222 

939 

1,172 

27,183 

.19 

1/  1979 

3,455 

3,674 

1,235 

1,309 

23,073 

.15 

2/  1980 

3,367 

3,456 

1,195 

1,280 

24,067 

.15 

August  1970 

527 

950 

127 

341 

3,852 

.26 

1971 

438 

891 

195 

'  502 

5,037 

.32 

1972 

485 

790 

168 

270 

2,840 

.17 

1973 

498 

864 

158 

308 

2,571 

.14 

1974 

509 

1,057 

254 

572 

5,882 

.33 

1975 

420 

836 

172 

325 

3,377 

.20 

1976 

480 

937 

171 

410 

4,557 

.26 

1977 

481 

930 

200 

335 

3,995 

.21 

1978 

421 

844 

191 

316 

3,628 

.18 

1979  January 

262 

481 

69 

143 

1,926 

.10 

February 

297 

508 

74 

169 

1,558 

.09 

March 

389 

650 

111 

179 

1,715 

.09 

April 

505 

827 

404 

493 

4,904 

.26 

May 

555 

981 

133 

308 

3,630 

.18 

June 

533 

992 

141 

256 

3,084 

.16 

July 

463 

945 

166 

273 

3,043 

.16 

August 

451 

893 

137 

269 

3,213 

.15 

September 

464 

879 

146 

245 

2,683 

.15 

October 

431 

832 

327 

424 

3,641 

.18 

November 

275 

623 

92 

225 

3,218 

.17 

December 

150 

453 

44 

178 

2,528 

.14 

1980  January 

352 

441 

207 

292 

3,142 

.16 

February 

354 

590 

114 

332 

3,025 

.17 

March 

396 

631 

123 

310 

2,705 

.14 

April 

425 

663 

116 

231 

2,786 

.14 

May 

505 

752 

139 

214 

2,464 

.13 

June 

435 

714 

164 

201 

2,553 

.13 

July 

491 

768 

270 

394 

4,030 

.21 

August 

409 

768 

64 

238 

3,363 

.17 

1/  Preliminary,  revised. 
2/  Preliminary. 


Ail  work  stopp.iges  known  to  the  Bureau  of  Labor  S  atistics  and  i  s  various  cooperating  agencies,  involving  6  or  more  workers  and  lasting  a  full  day  or  shift  or  longer,  are  included  in 
this  table.  Figures  on  "worfcars  Involved”  and  "days  idl«  ”  cover  all  w  > risen  made  idle  for  as  long  es  one  shift  in  establishments  directly  involved  in  a  stoppage.  Tliey  do  not  measure  the 
Indirect  or  secondary  effects  on  otf>er  establishments  or  ii  dustries  who  e  employees  ere  made  idle  as  a  result  of  material  or  service  shortages. 
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Table  2.  Work  stoppages  involving  5,000  workers  or  more,  August  1980 
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Chart  1.  Number  of  stoppages,  workers  involved, 
and  days  Idle,  by  month.  1976-80 
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CONTACT:  Marcy  Jacobs  (202)  523-1091  FOR  RELEASE:  10:00  A.M.  E.D.T. 

OFFICE:  Kathryn  Hoyle  (202)  523-1913  Thursday,  August  28,  1980 

WORK  STOPPAGES:  JULY  1980  AND  A 
6-MONTH  SUMMARY 

All  measures  of  strike  activity  were  higher  in  July  than  in  June,  according  to  preliminary 
estimates  of  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  U.S.  Department  of  Labor.  Working  time  lost  to 

strikes  in  July  reached  a  15-month  high  of  0,21  percent  (2.1  days  idle  per  thousand),  and  was 

well  above  the  0.16  percent  for  July  1979  (table  1). 

Days  of  idleness  in  July  (4.0  million)  were  higher  than  in  June  by  almost  1.5  million  days, 
and  workers  involved  (394,000)  were  almost  double  the  number  who  participated  in  stoppages  in 
June.  Nevertheless,  the  number  of  stoppages  in  effect  (768)  was  the  lowest  July  level  reported 
for  the  past  11  years,  except  for  1972. 

Contributing  significantly  to  the  1980  worker  and  idleness  levels  for  July  was  the 
exceptionally  large  number  of  disputes  involving  5,000  workers  or  more  that  began  in  July. 

Four  of  these  stoppages  involved  at  least  12,000  workers  and  accounted  for  more  than  half  of  the 

workers  involved  in  and  days  idle  resulting  from  the  9  large  disputes  in  effect  during  the  month. 

The  9  stoppages  together  accounted  for  44  percent  of  all  workers  involved  and  50  percent  of  all 
idleness  in  July.  Five  of  these  stoppages  were  in  the  construction  industry  in  California. 

Characteristics  of  work  stoppages,  first  6  months  of  1980  compared  with  1979 

Work  stoppages  were  evenly  divided  between  the  manufacturing  and  nonmanufacturing  sectors 
during  the  first  halves  of  1979  and  1980  (table  3) .  The  proportion  of  workers  involved  was 
similar  for  both  years,  with  more  than  half  (59  percent  in  1979  and  54  percent  in  1980)  employed 
in  nonmanufacturing  industries.  Idleness  was  higher  in  manufacturing  for  both  years,  but  the 
proportion  rose  from  53  percent  in  1979  to  70  percent  in  1980  because  of  relatively  greater 
idleness  in  the  petroleum,  nonelectrical  machinery,  and  transportation  equipment  industries  in 
the  manufacturing  sector,  and  less  idleness  in  several  of  the  nonmanufacturing  industries. 
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As  in  past  years,  general  wage  changes  accounted  for  the  greatest  proportions  of 
stoppages,  workers  involved,  and  days  idle  in  1980  (table  A).  The  proportions  of  such  stoppages, 
however,  dropped  significantly  from  1979  levels,  declining  from  67  to  57  percent  of  the 
stoppages,  64  to  56  percent  of  the  workers,  and  79  to  53  percent  of  the  days  idle.  Plant 
administration  issues  played  a  greater  role  in  1980  disputes  than  they  did  in  1979. 

Most  stoppages  involved  a  small  number  of  workers,  generally  fewer  than  100  (table  5). 

Major  stoppages  (those  involving  10,000  workers  or  more)  accounted  for  the  largest  proportion 
of  workers  (30  percent)  and  days  idle  (44  percent)  in  1980,  compared  with  11  percent  of  the 
workers  and  17  percent  of  the  idleness  in  1979.  A  sharp  decrease  in  workers  and  days  idle 
occurred  in  the  1,000-4,999  range,  from  31  percent  and  32  percent,  respectively,  in  1979  to 
20  percent  and  16  percent  in  1980. 

As  in  1979,  th6  largest  proportion  of  the  stoppages  (42  percent)  lasted  between  30  and 
59  days.  These  strikes  accounted  for  35  percent  of  the  workers  and  57  percent  of  the  days  idle 
in  1980,  compared  with  22  percent  and  29  percent,  respectively,  in  1979.  Only  1  percent  of  the 
stoppages  lasted  longer  than  90  days  in  1980,  as  against  6  percent  in  1979. 

BLS  data  cover  work  stoppages  involving  six  of  more  workers  and  lasting  a  shift,  full  day, 
or  longer.  The  data  do  not  measure  indirect  or  secondary  effects  on  establishments  or  industries 
whose  employees  are  idle  as  a  result  of  material  or  service  shortages. 
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Table  1.  Work  stoppages,  selected  periods  to  July  1980 


Numim  o(  stoppages 


Workers  involved  in  stoppages 


Day*  IdW 


Beginning  in 
«  month  or  year 


First  7  Months 

1970 

3,617 

1971 

3,510 

1972 

3,201 

1973 

3,232 

1974 

4,002 

1975 

3,151 

1976 

3,388 

1977 

3,664 

1978 

2,560 

1/  1979 

3,004 

2/  1980 

2,958 

July  1970 

585 

1971 

499 

1972 

404 

1973 

509 

1974 

683 

1975 

518 

1976 

505 

1977 

493 

1978 

460 

1/  1979  January 

262 

February 

297 

March 

389 

April 

505 

May 

555 

June 

533 

July 

463 

August 

451 

September 

464 

7  October 

431 

November 

275 

December 

150 

2/  1980  January 

352 

February 

354 

March 

396 

April 

425 

May 

505 

June 

435 

July 

491 

In  effect 

during 

month 


3,796 

3,741 

3,417 

3,393 

4,196 

3,392 

3,662 

3,929 

2,801 

3,223 

3,047 

989 

938 

706 

860 

1,199 

899 

960 

946 

841 

481 
508 
650 
827 
981 
992 
•  945 
893 
879 
832 
623 
453 

441 

590 

631 

663 

752 

714 

768 


Beginning  in 
month  or  year 


(thousands) 


1,816 

2,449 

1,110 

1,309 

1,840 

1,065 

1,482 

1,251 

748 

1,098 

1,132 

242 

748 

130 

208 

364 

231 

292 

199 

183 

69 

74 

111 

404 

133 

141 

166 

137 

146 

327 

92 

44 

207 

114 

123 

116 

139 

164 

270 


In  affect  during  month  or  yaar 

during 

month 

(thousands) 

Number 

(thousands) 

Par  cant  of 

estimated 

working 

time 

2,015 

31,332 

.29 

2,534 

25,669 

.24 

1,225 

18,113 

.17 

1,374 

14,778 

.13 

1,902 

29,741 

.25 

1,111 

18,259 

.16 

1,541 

20,255 

.17 

1,305 

17,207 

.14 

981 

23,555 

.19 

1,172 

19,860 

.15 

1,216 

20,705 

.15 

467 

5,112 

.32 

938 

7,895 

.52 

384 

3,437 

.23 

324 

2,996 

.19 

667 

8,954 

.51 

382 

4,465 

.26 

490 

5,145 

.30 

307 

3,212 

.19 

270 

2,896 

.17 

143 

1,926 

.10 

169 

1,558  • 

.09 

179 

1,715 

.09 

493 

4,904 

.26 

308 

3,630 

.18 

256 

3,084 

.16 

273 

3,043 

.16 

269 

3,213 

.15 

245 

2,683 

.15 

424 

3,641 

.18 

225 

3,218 

.17 

178 

2,528 

.14 

292 

3,142 

.16 

332 

3,025 

.17 

310 

2,705 

.14 

231 

2,786 

.14 

214 

2,464 

.13 

201 

2,553 

.13 

394 

4,030 

.21 

1/  Preliminary,  revised. 
27  Preliminary. 


AM  work  stoppagn  known  to  the  Bur.au  of  Labor  S  .tislics  and  i s s  various  cooperating  agencies,  involving  6  or  mors  workers  and  lasting  t  lull  day  or  shift  or  longer,  ar.  Included  in 
this  table.  Figures  on  "work art  inuoivad"  and  “days  tdl<  "  covaf  all  w  rkart  mada  idta  for  as  long  as  ona  shilt  in  ast.bllihm.ntj  directly  involvad  In  a  stoppaga.  They  do  not  maatura  the 
Indirect  or  secondary  effect*  gn  otfsar  astabfidtmanti  or  industries  who-  a  amployaas  are  made  idle  aa  a  result  of  material  or  service  shortages. 
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Table  2.  Work  stoppages  involving  5,000  workers  or  more,  July  1980 
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Table  2.  Work  stoppages  involving  5,000  workers  or  more,  July  1980 — (Cont 
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Table  3.  Percent^dlstrlbutlon  of  work  stoppages  by  industry,  first  6  months. 


Industry  group 


All  industries  2/  - 

Manufacturing  2 J  - 

Ordnance  and  accessories  - 

Food  and  kindred  products  - 

Tobacco  manufactures - - - 

Textile  mill  products  - 

Lumber  and  wood  products, 

except  furniture  - 

Furniture  and  fixture  - 

Paper  and  allied  products  - 

Printing,  publishing,  and 

allied  industries  - - - - 

Chemicals  and  allied 

products  - 

Petroleum  refining  and 

related  industries - - - 

Rubber  and  miscellaneous 

plastics  products  - 

Leather  and  leather  products - 

Stone,  clay,  and  glass 

products  - 

Primary  metal  industries  - 

Fabricated  metal  products  5/  — - 

Machinery,  except  electrical  - 

Electrical  machinery, 

equipment,  and  supplies  - 

Transporta t Ion  equipment - 

Instruments ,  etc,  6/  - 

Miscellaneous  manufacturing 

industries - - - 


Work  Stoppages 

- — * — . — - - 

Woi 

in\ 

rkers 

solved 

1979p 

1980p 

1979p 

1980p 

100 

100 

100 

100 

50 

50 

41 

46 

(3) 

— 

(3) 

_ 

3 

4 

2 

2 

(3) 

- 

(3) 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

(3) 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

(3) 

(3) 

3 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

12 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

(3) 

1 

(3) 

4 

3 

2 

1 

5 

4 

4 

2 

8 

8 

5 

6 

6 

7 

6 

5 

4 

5 

4 

5 

3 

3 

5 

5 

1 

1 

1 

(3) 

1 

1 

1 

(3) 

Days  idle 


1979p 

100 

53 

1 

2 

(3) 

(3) 

1 

1 

1 

6 

(3) 

3 

1 

3 

1  . 

2 

4 
6 

7 

4 

8 
1 


1980p 


100 

70 


1 

(3) 

1 

1 

3 

(3) 

2 

9 

1 

(3) 

1 

6 

6 

14 

4 

15 
(3) 
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Table  3.  Percent  distribution  of  work  stoppages  by  industry,  first  6  months, 
1979-1980  1/  - continued 


Work  Stoppages 

Workers 

involved 

Days  idle 

Industry  group 

1979p- 

1980p 

1979p 

1980p 

1979p 

\ 

!  1980p 

Nonmanufacturing  2/  - 

Agriculture,  forestry,  and 

50 

50 

59 

54 

48  •  30 

1 

fisheries  - 

(3) 

1 

1 

(3) 

2 

I  1 

Mining  - 

10 

9 

11 

9 

2 

!  1 

Contract  construction  - 

Transportation,  communication 
electric,  gas,  and  sanitary 

7 

6 

14 

13 

9 

6 

i 

I 

services  - 

8 

8 

11 

6 

17 

A 

Wholesale  and  retail  trade  - 

Finance,  insurance,  and 

10 

10 

4 

5 

4 

A 

| 

real  estate  - 

1 

1 

(3) 

(3) 

1 

(3) 

Services  - 

6 

6 

6 

3 

8 

3 

Government  7/  - 

i 

8 

10 

12 

18 

5 

!  11 

i 

i 

i 

1 J  The  number  of  stoppages  and  workers  involved  relate  to  disputes  that  began  in  the  period, 
and  days  of  idleness  to  all  stoppages  in  effect. 

If  The  number  of  stoppages  reported  for  a  division  may  not  equal  the  sum  of  its  components 
because  individual  stoppages  occurring  in  two  or  more  groups  have  been  counted  in  each. 
Workers  and  days  idle  have  been  allocated  among  the  respective  groups. 

3/  Less  than  0.5  percent. 

4 /  Includes  other  finished  products  made  from  fabrics  and  similar  materials. 

5/  Excludes  ordnance,  machinery,  and  transportation  equipment. 

6 /  Includes  professional,  scientific,  and  controlling  instruments;  photographic  and  optical 
goods;  watches  and  clocks. 

7 J  The  Situations  reported  here  have,  for  statistical  purposes,  been  deemed  to  fall  within 
the  Bureau’s  definition  of  a  work  stoppage.  This  decision  does  not  constitute  a  legal 
determination  that  a  work  stoppage  has  taken  place  in  violation  of  any  law  or  public 
policy. 

NOTE:  Because  of  rounding,  sums  of  individual  items  may  not  equal  totals. 

Dash  (-)  denotes  zero. 
p=preliminary. 
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Table  4.  Percent  distribution  of  work  stoppages  by  major  issue,  first  6  months, 
1979-1980  JV 


Work  Stoppages 

Workers 

involved 

Days 

idle 

Major  issue 

1979p 

1980p 

1979p 

1980p 

1979p 

1980p 

All  issues  - 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

General  wage  changes  - 

67 

57 

64 

56 

79 

53 

Supplementary  benefits  - 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

(2) 

Wage  adjustments  - 

2 

2 

3 

2 

5 

(2) 

Hours  of  work  - 

(2) 

- 

(2) 

— 

(2) 

- 

Other  contractual  matters  - 

3 

4 

2 

3 

2 

2 

Union  organization  and 

security  - 

4 

3 

3 

1 

7 

3 

Job  security  - 

4 

4 

4 

3 

3 

3 

Plant  administration  - 

16 

23 

18 

27 

3 

38 

Other  working  conditions  - 

1 

1 

1 

1 

(2) 

1 

Interunion  and  intraunion 

matters  - 

2 

3 

3 

6 

(2) 

(2) 

J J  The  number  of  stoppages  and  workers  involved  relate  to  disputes  that  began  in  the  period, 
and  days  idle  to  all  stoppages  in  effect. 

2/  Less  than  0.5  percent. 

NOTE:  Because  of  rounding,  sums  of  individual  items  may  not  equal  totals. 
p=preliminary . 
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Table  5.  Percent  distribution  of  work  stoppages  by  size,  first  6  months, 
1979-1980  If 


Number  of 
workers  involved 

Work  Stoppages 

Workers 

involved 

Days 

idle 

1979p 

1980p 

1979p 

1980p 

1979p 

1980p 

All  stoppages  - 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

6-19 - 

13 

15 

1 

1 

1 

1 

20  -  99  - 

39 

39 

7 

6 

6 

7 

100  -  249  - 

24 

23 

13 

11 

12 

12 

250  -  499  - 

13 

11 

16 

12 

15 

11 

500  -  999  - 

6 

7 

14 

15 

9 

9 

1,000  -  4,999  - 

4 

3 

31 

20 

32 

16 

5,000  -  9,999  - 

(2) 

(2) 

8 

6 

8 

1 

10,000  and  over  - 

(2) 

1 

: 

!  (2) 

| 

j 

i 

11 

30 

17 

44 

1 J  The  number  of  stoppages  and  workers  involved  relate  to  those  disputes  beginning  during 
the  period,  and  days  idle  to  all  stoppages  in  effect. 

2/  Less  than  0.5  percent. 

NOTE:  Because  of  rounding,  sums  of  individuals  items  may  not  equal  totals. 
p=preliminary . 
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Table  6.  Percent  distribution  of  work  stoppages  by  duration,  first  6  months, 
1979-1980  \J 


Stoppages  ending  in  period 


Number 

Workers  involved 

Days  idle 

1979p 

1980p 

1979p 

1980p 

1979p 

1980p 

jr 

All  stoppages  - 

100 

100 

100 

• 

100 

100 

100 

1  day _ 

11 

8 

9 

8 

(2) 

1 

1-3  days  - 

10 

6 

11 

7 

1 

1 

4-6  days  - 

10 

7 

9 

5 

2 

1 

7-14  days  - 

19 

17 

15 

23 

5 

i  l 

15  -  29  days  - 

19 

18 

17 

21 

12 

25 

30  —  59  days  ——————— —————— 

22 

42 

29 

35 

42 

57 

60  -  89  days  - 

6 

2 

5 

1 

13 

3 

90  days  and  over  - 

6 

;  1 

5 

(2) 

24 

* 

1 

1 

| 

i 

1 

1/  Data  refer  to  all  stoppages  ending  during  the  period. 

2 /  Less  than  0.5  percent. 

NOTE:  Because  of  rounding,  sums  of  individual  items  may  not  equal  totals. 

p=preliminary . 
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Chart  1.  Number  of  stoppages,  workers  involved, 
and  days  Idle,  by  month.  1976-80 
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Table  1.  Work  stoppages,  selected  periods 
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Table  2.  Work  stoppages  involving  5,000  workers  or  more,  June  1980 
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Chart  1.  Number  of  stoppages,  workers  Involved, 
and  days  idle,  by  month.  1976-80 
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WORK  STOPPAGES,  MAY  1980 

Working  time  lost  to  strikes  in  May  fell  to  0.13  percent  (1.3  days  per  thousand),  according 
to  preliminary  estimates  of  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  U.S.  Department  of  Labor.  This  idle¬ 
ness  rate  was  the  lowest  for  any  month  so  far  this  year  and  was  the  second  lowest  for  May  in  the 
last  11  years.  (The  1978  rate  was  0.12  percent.) 

Although  more  strikes  began  in  May  than  in  any  other  month  this  year  and  more  workers  were 
involved  except  for  January,  idleness  dropped  to  a  monthly  low  of  2.5  million  days  (table  1). 

For  the  first  5  months  of  1980,  stoppages  beginning  in  the  year,  days  of  idleness,  and  the 
idleness  rate  were  higher  than  in  the  comparable  1979  period.  Workers  involved  in  1980  stoppages 
dropped  by  over  90,000. 

Five  large  stoppages  (those  involving  5,000  workers  or  more)  occurred  in  May,  accounting  for 
17  percent  of  the  workers  involved  and  16  percent  of  the  idleness  during  the  month.  Three  of 
these  disputes  were  in  the  construction  industry  and  accounted  for  slightly  more  than  three-fifths 
of  the  workers  and  days  of  idleness  involved  in  large  stoppages  (table  2). 

BLS  data  cover  work  stoppages  involving  six  or  more  workers  and  lasting  a  shift,  full  day, 
or  longer.  The  data  do  not  measure  indirect  or  secondary  effects  on  establishments  or  industries 
whose  employees  are  idle  as  a  result  of  material  or  service  shortages. 


Marcy  Jacobs  (202)  523-1091 
Walter  J.  Larson  (202)  523-1208 


' 


. 


Table  1.  Work  stoppages,  selected  periods  to  May  1980 


1/  Preliminary,  revised, 
2/  Preliminary. 


Numtot  ol  stotv«\}©» 
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Deyt  Ml* 
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In  .fleet 
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(fh-iueende) 

i - 1 

li] 

Numtwr 

(thouundll 

Percent  of 

Mtlmotad 

worfclng 

time 

irst  5  Months 
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.27 
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13,681 

.18 

1972 - 
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669 
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1973 - 
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2,354 
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857 

8,880 
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1974 - 

2,642 

2,836 
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1,050 

13,847 

.17 

1975 - 

2,100 

2,341 
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706 

10,433 
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1976 - 

2,306 

2,580 

959 

1,018 

10,722 
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1977 - 

2,572 

2,837 

894 

948 

11,023 
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1978 - 

1,630 

1,871 
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19,697 

.22 

/  1979 - 

/  1980 - 
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1970 - 
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Table  2.  Work  stoppages  involving  5,000  workers  or  more.  May  1980 
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Chart  1.  Number  of  stoppages,  workers  Involved, 
and  days  Idle,  by  month.  1976-80 
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Table  1.  Work  stoppages,  selected  periods  to  April  1980 
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Table  2.  Work  stoppages  involving  5,000  workers  or  more,  April  1980 
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(Ind.)  initiated  the  stoppage  and  other  unions  supported  it. 


Chart  1,  Number  of  stoppages,  workers  Involved, 
and  days  Idle,  by  month.  1976-80 
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1/  Preliminary,  revised. 
£/  Preliminary. 


Table  2.  Work  stoppages  involving  5,000  workers  or  more,  March  1980 


Cc  ftpany  and 
vocation 

Union  1/ 

Began 

Ended 

Workers 
involved  2/ 

Days 

Idle  2/ 

Petroleum  Refining 
Companies 
Interstate 

OCAW 

1/8/80 

- 

55,000 

3/  1,045,400 

International 
Harvester  Co. 

Interstate 

UAW-Ind. 

11/1/79 

j3 , 800 

709,300 

Retail  Grocery 
Stores 

Northern  Calif. 

UFCW 

1/21/80 

3/2/oC 

10,000 

10,000 

Total,  3  stoppages 

98,800 

1,764,700 

1/  The  unions  are  affiliated  with  the  AFL-CIO,  except  where  they  are  noted  as 
independent  (Ind.) . 

2/  Preliminary;  workers  and  days  idle  are  rounded  to  the  nearest  hundred  and 
are  calculated  for  the  reference  month  only. 

3/  Staggered  idleness. 

NOTE;  About  5,200  workers  were  involved  in  the  Bituminous  Coal  Companies  strike 
of  Northern  West  Virginia.  Following  a  court  order,  mineworkers  returned 
to  work  on  March  3.  Most  mines  were  not  open  over  the  weekend  of  March  1-2. 


Chart  1.  Number  of  stoppaass,  worktr*  Involved, 
and  days  idls,  by  month.  1976-80 
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Table  V  Work  stoppages,  selected  periods 
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Table  2.  Work  stoppages  involving  5,000  workers  or  more,  February  1980 


Company  and 
location 

Union  1/ 

Began 

Ended 

Workers 

involved 

y 

Days 
idle  2/ 

Petroleum  Refining 
Companies 
Interstate 

OCAW 

1/8/80 

- 

60,000 

3/  1,167,100 

International 
Harvester  Co. 

Interstate 

U AW- Ind. 

11/1/79 

— 

35,000 

700,000 

Board  of  Education 
Chicago,  Ill. 

AFT 

1/28/80 

2/10/80 

23,000 

138,000 

Budd  Co. 

Interstate 

UAW-Ind. 

1/15/80 

2/10/80 

11,000 

66,000 

Retail  Grocery 
Stores 

Northern  Calif. 

UFCW 

1/21/80 

3/2/80 

10,000 

200,000 

Bituminous  Coal 
Companies 
Northern  West 
Virginia 

UMW-Ind. 

2/21/80 

3/2/80 

5,200 

29,000 

Total,  6  stoppages 

144,200 

2,300,100 

1/  The  unions  are 

affiliated  with 

the  AFL- 

-CIO,  except  where  they 

are 

noted  as 

independent  (Ind.) . 

2/  Preliminary;  workers  and  days  idle  are  rounded  to  the  nearest  thousand. 
3/  Staggered  idleness. 


Chart  1.  Number  of  stoppages,  workers  involved, 
and  days  Idle,  by  month.  1976-80 
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Table  1.  Work  stoppages,  selected  periods 
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Table  2.  Work  stoppages  involving  5,000  workers  or  more,  January  1980 


Company  and 
location 

Union  1/ 

Began 

Ended 

Workers 

involved 

2/ 

Days 
idle  2/ 

Petroleum  Refining 
Companies 

Interstate 

OCAW 

1/8/80 

- 

60,000 

1,080,000 

International 

Harvester  Co. 

Interstate 

UAW-Ind. 

11/1/79 

— 

35,000 

770,000 

Board  of  Education 
Chicago,  Ill. 

AFT 

1/28/80 

- 

23,000 

92,000 

Budd  Co. 

Interstate 

UAW-Ind. 

1/15/80 

- 

11,000 

143,000 

Retail  Grocery 

Stores 

Northern  Calif. 

UFCW 

1/21/80 

— 

10,000 

90,000 

Cleveland  Schools 
Cleveland,  Oh. 

AFT 

10/18/79 

1/3/80 

10,000 

20,000 

Pan  American  Airways 
Nationwide 

TWU 

1/23/80 

1/25/80 

7,000 

21,000 

Total ,  7  stoppages 

156,000 

2,216,000 

1/  The  unions  are  affiliated  with 

the  AFL-CIO, 

except 

where  they  are 

noted 

as 

independent  (Ind.) . 

2/  Preliminary;  workers  and  days  idle  are  rounded  to  the  nearest  thousand. 


Chart  1.  Number  of  stoppages,  workers  Involved, 
and  days  idle,  by  month.  1976-80 
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